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the Secretary of State for the Colonies decided at the
end of 1895 to amalgamate the examination for the
Eastern Cadets with that for the Civil Service of
India and the.First Class Clerkships in the Home
Civil Service. This change came into effect in
August, 1896. The same examination, therefore,
now leads to all three careers, and subject to the
paramount interests of the public service the suc-
cessful candidates are given their choice in the order
of their rank at the examination. In the same way
the Eastern Cadets are allowed to indicate the
colony or dependency in the East to which they
would prefer to be assigned.
Subsequent Training of the Eastern Cadets
At one time it was the habit for the Eastern Cadets
who were destined for Hong Kong to remain for a
year of probation in England, studying Chinese and
acquiring som.e knowledge of affairs in the Colonial
Office. But this has been given up, and all the
Eastern Cadets are now sent out at once. In short,
the Eastern Cadets are selected on a competition
based upon general education alone, and are de-
spatched to the East without receiving in England
any special training or instruction in their duties
whatever. One reason given for this is that the
chief languages they need, such as Singhalese and
Tamil for Ceylon, and the various Malay tongues
for the Straits Settlements and the Malay Penin-